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2009 ALUMINUM EXTRUSION STUDENT DESIGN COMPETITION 
CALL FOR ENTRIES 
The ET Foundation, the education and research arm of the Aluminum Extruders Council (AEC), is seeking entries for the 2009 International Aluminum Extrusion Design Competition.  The goal of the competition, with scholarships sponsored by Hydro Aluminum North America, is to promote the understanding and use of extruded aluminum profiles, as well as highlight innovations and recognize excellence in aluminum extrusion design.  Students studying design, engineering, and architecture at universities, colleges, and schools around the world are invited to participate for an opportunity to win a scholarship.  
The competition offers a chance for students to show off their talent and imagination.  "Students always seem to be on the cutting-edge when it comes to trends," commented ET Foundation President Rand Baldwin, CAE.  "Last year's student entries are a great example of that."  
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Without prompting, many student designs submitted in the 2008 Design Competition highlighted aluminum’s sustainable characteristics.  For example, Jake M. Kinch from Purdue University at West Lafayette, Indiana won first place for his Store Unix design, a collapsible storage trailer/container utilizing extruded aluminum that aids in reducing wind resistance, especially cross winds, ultimately increasing fuel efficiency.
Entries may encompass any number of end-use categories, including transportation, industrial, consumer, commercial, and structural.  Winning entries will be chosen that demonstrate the benefits of aluminum extrusions, whether by inventing a new product or improving an existing one, by achieving the following objectives: creativeness, practicality, close tolerances, improvement of extrusion processes, and potential market impact.
A Call for Entries will be distributed in October to more than 1,000 members of academia.  Judging will follow the entry deadline, which is February 16, 2009.  Judges for the Competition will represent the aluminum extrusion industry and the trade press.  Hydro Aluminum North America and The Foundation will award a total of $9,000 in scholarships, including a first-, second-, and third-place prize, as well as the Hydro Sustainable Design Award, which is presented to the entry that, in addition to meeting the ET Foundation's criteria, best addresses societal and/or environmental concerns.  
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An example of the Sustainable Design Award includes the 2008 winning entry by Scott Bodaly of Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada who won for his Dissolve Computing design. This is a fully recyclable laptop computer designed to easily slide apart allowing users with minimal technological knowledge to upgrade their own computers and extend the life of the device. At the end of the product’s life the aluminum extruded casing and other parts can be recycled and viable parts can be saved for future use.
Visit www.etfdesign.org for details about the 2009 Aluminum Extrusion Design Competition, including an official entry form, and to view other winning designs from prior competitions.

The Extrusion Technology for Aluminum Profiles Foundation has been established for charitable, scientific, and educational purposes to develop, promote, provide, and fund education and research related to aluminum extrusion processes and technologies.  For more information, contact ET Foundation at 1000 N. Rand Road, Suite 214, Wauconda, Illinois 60084, USA.  Telephone: 847/526-2010; fax: 847/526-3993; mail@etfoundation.org; www.etfoundation.org.  
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